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Assessment
TESS 3.d

Four by Four
Description

Looking for a quick, engaging assessment? Four by Four chal-
lenges students to brainstorm as many words or concepts that 
match the categories listed on their Four by Four board. The 
extra challenge is that their answers must begin with one of the 
four letters you have selected.

Materials
•	 Grid (one for each group of four)
•	 Pencil/pen (one per group of four)

Procedure
1. Divide students into groups of four. Distribute a grid and a pencil/pen for each group.
2. Explain the challenge: 

a. Students will see letters across the top of the grid and categories down the side.
b. The	task	is	to	fill	in	each	of	the	sixteen	blocks	with	as	many	answers	that	fit	the	category	

and also begin with the appropriate letter.
c. Groups score points only for having answers that no other group has listed.

3. Allow time for groups to work to complete each block.
4. When time has been called, have a spokesperson from each group share and allow groups to mark 

out words that are similar.
5. The winning team is the team that has the most original answers.

Alternate Activity
Allow teams to list as many answers in each block as they can within a given time period.  A sample 
grid and a blank grid is provided to create your own letters and categories.

Assessment
TESS 3.d
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